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Chapter One
Introduction

The relationship between Christian women and their in-laws is almost as old as the institution of 
marriage itself. From the time God instituted marriage, in-laws came into existence and God's 
word says, "Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife 
and they shall become one flesh" (Genesis 2:24). The father and mother of the man become the 
in-laws of the wife to whom he cleaves in marriage.

From the above scripture it is clear that in-laws are part of God's agenda for every marriage. Our 
God believes in relationship; He created us to have relationship and fellowship with Him (1John 
1:3). We are placed in families to enable us have relationships. Marriage was instituted by God 
to provide relationship for man with his own kind (Genesis 2:18-25). God is pleased when we 
are in harmonious relationships and unity because this is His will (Psalm 133:1).

The relationship between Christian women and their in-laws is very important and must be given 
adequate attention as often times where the relationship is not harmonious, it leads to the 
breakdown of the Christian woman's marriage. A lot of men, even Christians, are still heavily 
influenced by their extended family members, because they have failed to leave them and cleave 
to their wives as admonished in the Bible. Some choose to please their extended family members 
at the expense of their marriage. This choice very often creates problems between such wives 
and the extended family members. An example of this can be found in Genesis 26:34-35.

And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, 
and Beshemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite; which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and 
Rebekah.

In this passage Esau did not listen to his parent but disobeyed them in choosing wives hence they 
were grieved and one can imagine that those wives were never accepted by their in-laws and 
would have had a strained relationship with them. Evidence of this is found in Genesis 27:46.

And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if 
Jacob takes a wife of the Daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the 
land, what good shall my life do to me?

From the above statement by Rebekah it is evident that she had a strained relationship with her 
daughters - in-law. She was weary of life because of them and it is quite possible that they must 
have hated her.

The above statement of Rebekah to Isaac caused Isaac to call Jacob, bless him and send him 
forth to Padanaram to seek a wife (Genesis 28: 1-4). 
Once this was done, we see Esau’s reaction.

When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Padanaram to take a 
wife from thence and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying thou shall not 
take a wife of the daughters of Canaan and that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother and 
was gone to Padanaram; and Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac his 



father, then went Esau unto Ishmael and took unto the wives which he had Mahaleth the 
daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son the sister of Nebejoth to be his wife (Genesis 28:6-9).

Esau took a new wife when he saw that his parents were not pleased with his wives. Obviously, 
he married them contrary to his parents' will and because they did not have a harmonious 
relationship with their in-laws, they were displaced and a new wife was brought in whom Esau 
presumed would have a harmonious relationship with his parents.

From the above story it is evident that a woman can lose her marriage if she does not relate 
harmoniously with her in-laws. Therefore, the relationship between women and their in-laws is 
important as it affects their marriage and is not something to be toyed with or taken lightly.

Now that the importance of the relationship between Christian women and their in-laws is 
understood, let's see what this relationship should be going by God's word. The Bible makes it 
clear that when a man and a woman marry they become one flesh, one person (Genesis 2:24). If 
this is so, then it is safe to assume that they have everything in common including their family 
members. Therefore, the mother of the man is no longer the mother of the man alone, but the 
mother of the couple and the wife becomes her daughter. Same goes for all the other family 
members. If they understand this revelation, all parties involved, truly there will be a harmonious 
relationship between Christian women and their in-laws.

Two people who understood the revelation of Genesis 2:24 are Ruth and Naomi in the book of 
Ruth. Ruth had married Naomi's son but unfortunately he died even before she could bear him a 
child. Naomi did not feel she should ask her daughters - in - law to remain with her since they 
were childless and she had no more sons to give them as husbands. She asked them to return to 
their families as she planned to return to her own people in Bethlehem - Judah. Orpah the second 
daughter in -law who saw herself as a daughter in -law to Naomi returned to her own people but 
Ruth refused to leave. Ruth did not see herself as Naomi's daughter in-law but rather as Naomi’s 
daughter and just as no good daughter will abandon her old mother who has no one to care for 
her, Ruth refused to abandon Naomi. She said:

Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I 
will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people and thy God 
my God 
(Ruth 1: 16).

Ruth loved Naomi not as a mother in-law but as a mother, she honoured her as a daughter should 
honour a mother and God honoured Ruth in return by making her the Great - Grand mother of 
David whose linage ushered in Jesus Christ the Messiah (Ruth 4: 17-22).



Chapter Two
An Overview of the Problem

The writer has observed that the relationship between most Christian women and their in-laws is 
anything but harmonious and like many Christian women, the writer has had her share of the 
mother-in-law/daughter-in-law crisis; this is however, contrary to God's will (Psalm 133:1). 
Often, one finds that Christian women act no differently from non-Christian women in the way 
they relate with their in-laws. Many Christian women quote scriptures to back up their actions. 
They say that a man is to leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife (Genesis 2:24). Their 
understanding of this scripture is that their husband breaks off all links with his parents and other 
extended family members after marriage. Many frown at their husband’s willingness to continue 
to provide for his aged parents and siblings their reason being that the man now has a new family 
and so provision for the old family should cease. Others frown at visits from their in-laws and 
see them as trouble makers coming to put asunder what God has joined together. With such 
selfish attitudes and lack of understanding of the scriptures, or better still misinterpretation of the 
scriptures to suit one's needs, it is little wonder that Christian women are not relating with their 
in-laws according to God’s word.

Another reason why the relationship between Christian women and their in-laws is not 
harmonious is because of the in-laws themselves. Many have refused to abide by the word of 
God in Genesis 2:24-25. Many see the wife as an intruder in the family and they refuse to allow 
her occupy her rightful place beside her husband as the scriptures dictate. A lot of mothers even 
after their son in married still want to retain first place in his heart. They blatantly refuse to 
relinquish this position to their daughter in-law, and therefore a struggle ensues for who will 
occupy that special place in the heart of a man that only one woman can per time. As a result of 
this, the daughter in-law instead of seeing her mother in-law as a mother sees her as competition, 
and a threat to her marriage that must be done away with at all cost. This attitude however, does 
not promote the relationship between the woman and her entire in-laws because often times the 
other in-laws throw their weight behind the erring mother in-law - because she's family - and 
their relationship with the woman who has married their son/brother is negatively affected.

In Africa, one finds that even Christians choose to go by the African tradition instead of the word 
of God when it comes to marriage. The woman who should be the most important person in the 
life of the man, next to God, is made the least important. The family members of the man believe 
they are more important to the man than his wife. She is not seen as the man's bone and flesh but 
as a stranger who has come to sojourn in the house of her husband, bear him children and finally 
return to her own people empty handed. If peradventure she fails to have children at the family's 
appointed time, her sojourn is brought abruptly to an end. She is kicked out and replaced with 
another sojourner who can "produce" children. If the new sojourner is able to bring forth 
children, good for her, her sojourn continues but when her husband dies she is kicked out of her 
matrimonial home, which the family sees as "our brother's house", "our son's house", and often 
times she leaves without any money and nothing with which to provide for her children. With 
such negative treatment of women by their in-law, it is little wonder Christian women are not 
relating harmoniously with their in-laws.



Yet another reason why the relationship between Christian women and their in-laws is not 
harmonious is because the men fail to act as proper mediators between their wives and members 
of their extended families by controlling their extended family members and ensuring they do not 
interfere in their marital issues. Many men are still tied to the apron strings or their parents and 
siblings and cannot make any decision for their lives without due consultation with their parents 
and siblings. The result of this is that these parents and siblings are invited to meddle in the 
affairs of the man's home and this often does not go down well with the wife. Many men, 
although Christians, are still very traditional in their thinking; their mind is yet to be renewed by 
the word of God in the area of marriage. They indeed see their parents, siblings and other 
relatives as being more important than their wives. Many men will say that if their mother and 
wife were drowning and they could only save one person they would save their mother because 
while their wife can be replaced, their mother can't. What an error. Such men are yet to 
understand that according to God's word they are one with their wives. Like their family 
members, many of these men, albeit Christians see their wives as strangers who have come to 
sojourn in their home, have children for them and then leave empty handed. It is for this reason 
that a man will make his brother instead of his wife his next of kin. It is for this reason a man 
will throw out his wife's belongings at the slightest provocation because he does not see the 
house as "our house, our home" but as "my house, my home". And it's Interesting to know that 
such a man would never send his siblings packing because, “what will papa and mama say?” 
One does wish that such men would also think of what Papa (God) in heaven will say before they 
throw their wives' things out. Such men have not left their father and mother and are therefore 
unable to cleave to their wives. Many make plans for the future with their parents and siblings 
and the wife is not let in on it. She sits watching the plans unfold like a spectator. This is an evil 
and has caused Christian women not to relate harmoniously with their in-laws.



Chapter Three
The Wrong Actions of Husbands

As far as the relationship with in-laws is concerned, Faith Oyedepo, in her book, “The Marriage 
Covenant”, has this to say:

It is not God's will that anything should put your marriage asunder, not even your in-laws. What  
therefore, God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. Matthew 19:6. The success or 
failure of your marriage should not be left at the mercy of extended family members. Most of the 
problems in the home are not directly between the wife and her husband, but between in-laws 
and one of the spouses. Members of your extended family are your relations, not members of 
your immediate family. You need to order your priorities right. It will not be wise, therefore, to 
care for them at the expense of your immediate family. You should care for both of them, but one 
takes priority over the other. Whatever you can make available to your extended family members 
is a help. Your immediate family is your direct responsibility.

It is common to find men, in particular, sending money to their relations, while telling their  
immediate family that there is no money, not even for food. Some women, too, send money meant 
for feeding the family to their relations, thereby causing trouble in the home.

The Bible is clear on this subject: "But if any provide not for his own, and especially for those of  
his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel" (1 Tim 5:8). Provision for  
your immediate family is a must.

When you get yourself too involved in extended family matters and take up their responsibilities  
at the expense of your immediate family, you make them shy away from their own 
responsibilities and they, in turn, become irresponsible. You need not carry them on your 
shoulders. If you do that for too long, they will not be able to develop on their own. Don't be a 
keeper of another man's vineyard, leaving your own untouched or haphazardly done (Songs of 
Solomon 1:6). There is an account in 1 Kings 20:39-40 that is good for our admonition.

And as the king passed by, he cried unto the king: and he said, thy servant went out into the 
midst of the battle; and behold, a man turned aside, and brought a man unto me, and said, keep 
this man: if by any means he be missing, then shall thy life be for his life, or else thou shall pay a 
talent of silver.

And as thy servant was busy here and there, he was gone. And the king of Israel said unto him, 
so shall thy judgment be; thyself hast decided it.

The man in this story was busy in the wrong direction. He lost his life in the process. Do not be 
foolish like him.

Someone may want to ask whether after marriage the extended family should be forgotten 
completely. There is nothing to suggest this. The Bible indicates that you should not hide from 
you flesh; members of your extended family are your flesh that you cannot hide from (Isaiah 
58:7). However, you need to order your priorities right. When you learn to order your priorities  



right, you will discover that things will work out without any problem. Obey what the word says 
and you will have what God has promised.

The writer is in total agreement with what Faith Oyedepo has said. A man can cause problems in 
the relationship between his wife and his extended family members if he does not order his 
priorities right. So many men are too involved with the affairs of their extended family members 
to the detriment of their own immediate families. Such men are not acting as good mediators 
between their wives and their extended families, as their actions are the very things that cause 
trouble between their wives and their extended family members. Also from what Faith Oyedepo 
has said, there is nothing to suggest that the extended family be completely forgotten after 
marriage and this serves as a word of caution to those Christian women who would want their 
husbands to completely forget their extended family members after marriage.

And to those in - laws who think that they come first in the life of the man even after he is 
married, Faith Oyedepo has said that the man's immediate family is his direct responsibility and 
whatever he can make available to the extended family is a help. And the writer emphasizes that 
it is a help and not a right. Once a man says "I do", his wife and children come first and must be 
put first, second only to God.



Chapter Four
The Attitude of Christian Wives to their In-laws

Now that Faith Oyedepo has helped clear the air on how the man should relate with his extended 
family members after marriage, the writer would like to focus on the attitude of many Christian 
women towards their in-laws. They must understand that because that are one with their 
husbands, the family members of their husbands have become their family members. Therefore, 
they should not be selfish and self-centered, wanting all the man's resources spent on them and 
none on his extended family. They should be willing to share; they should be willing to embrace 
their husband's family even though they may act differently from their own family by reason of 
culture, tradition, or background, or perhaps, social status. They should never compare both 
families but simply accept their husband’s family members as their own. If they are able to do 
this, they will find it easier to have a harmonious relationship with their in-laws.

A frustrated woman wrote to advice columnist Ann Landers of her anxiety about an upcoming 
visit from her in-laws. This is the report:

"My mother in-law is judgmental, critical, negative and controlling". She complained. "My 
Father-in-law watches TV at top volume 10 hours a day, talks constantly about his medical  
problems and eats only certain foods prepared under his supervision".

Wow! There's trouble brewing. Her in-laws visited 5 or 6 days every few months.

"These people are not people I would choose for friends. I love my husband, and he's a 
wonderful father to our children, but whenever, his parents visit, we have a huge fight".

It's sad that a visit can cause such a battle, but it is possible to have an enjoyable and 
delightful encounter with your partner's family.

Ann Landers has spoken the mind of the writer; yes, it is possible to have an enjoyable and 
delightful encounter with one's husband's family. Now, the writer does not know if the woman 
who made this complaint to Ann Landers is a Christian, but, the writer does know that it is not 
uncommon today to find Christian women making the same complaint about their husbands' 
family members, because they choose to act as selfishly and self-centered as non-Christian 
women. The writer believes that if the elderly man and woman complained about were the 
parents of the woman complaining she would have been blind to their faults. Everyone has 
faults, no one is perfect and Christian women must remember this as they deal with their in-laws. 
Their in-laws are as imperfect as their own family members therefore if they can learn to 
condone their own family members’ imperfections, they can learn to condone their in-laws’ 
imperfections. The writer believes that it is foolishness to have a fight with a loving husband 
over a visit from his parents which occurs 5 or 6 days every few months. Christian women ought 
to realise that when they act like the women in the world in their dealings with their in-laws, they 
are unable to be true witnesses to their in- laws who may not be Christians themselves. They 
ought to realise that their attitude towards their in - laws is often times the best witness of Christ 
they can give. God may have placed the Christian woman in that family to reach out to her 
unsaved in-laws but how can she be an effective witness if she allows selfishness and pettiness 



enter into her dealings with them? She must remember that she who professes to be a Christian 
may be the only Bible her in-laws will ever read.

Also, the easiest way to turn people away from Christ is to act so unlike Him. However, when 
the Christian woman is able to act like Christ toward her in-laws, she can witness to them about 
Him and His love for all mankind. Therefore, if a Christian woman will see that Christ can use 
her relationship with her in - laws to bring them to Him, she may strive to improve her 
relationship with them.

In Annie Chapman's book "The Mother-in-law Dance" she talks about the experience of a 
woman who had tried to witness to her mother -in-law. Below is the story:

One daughter-in-law who had been married for 35 years, told of the struggle she experienced in 
trying to share the love of Christ with her husband's mother. She wrote,

My mother-in-law invited me to her home a few days after my marriage to her son. Since the 
courtship to my husband had been rather brief, I was looking forward to the opportunity to get  
to know her and the rest of the family better. Being a believer in Jesus and wanting to share the 
good news of what He had done in my life, I was very open about my faith. Finally I found an 
opportunity to do so, and I excitedly seized it. I was honestly taken aback by her quick response 
to my zealous witness of Christ. She wheeled around on her heels, faced me squarely, and with a 
very stern voice, she said, "I have read the Bible many times, and I don't want you to ever tell me 
anything about Jesus".

I'm embarrassed to admit it, but as a young 21 - year - old bride, I shrank back and never again 
mentioned anything to her about the Lord. I've never felt such a burden of heart as I did at her 
funeral. Since that day, I've thought about all the time I could have shared the gospel with her.  
Even though I tried to live my life in such a way as to demonstrate the love of God, I still have 
regrets because I'm not sure she ever made peace and received Christ as her saviour.

There is one thing that appeals to the writer in the above story and that is the fact that the young 
lady lived her life in such a way as to demonstrate the love of God to her mother-in-law. 
Ultimately that is what is most important. Only God can actually draw a person to Himself but a 
Christian woman must strive to be a witness for Christ as she relates with her in - laws. In the 
same book by Annie Chapman, there is a poem that says:

I'd rather see a sermon

Than hear one any day

I'd rather one would walk with me 
Than merely tell the way

The eye's a better pupil

And more willing than the ear 
Fine counsel is confusing

But example's always clear.



People learn a lot quicker by observation and what one learns by observation sticks faster than 
what one hears or reads. Christian women have the power to bring their in-laws to Christ but 
they will not achieve this if they act like the women in the world.



Chapter Five
Meddling In-Laws

Finally, there is also the issue of the in-laws not respecting the God - given position of the wife 
in the life of the man. Instead of stepping back and allowing the couple run their own lives, many 
extended family members still feel they have the right to intrude. In fact, they don't even see 
themselves as intruders; rather they see the wife as the intruder. An example of this is a woman 
who wrote a complaint about her mother - in - law published in Annie Chapman's book. The 
woman said:

She always tells people, "She took my baby from me". The sick part is, it’s been 14years; it’s  
time to get over it.

The writer agrees with this woman, it is time for the mother - in - law to begin to see her 
daughter - in -law from the perspective that God sees her. And unless she changes her 
perspective it will negatively affect her relationship with her daughter - in - law. This type of 
attitude is what causes in - laws to interfere thereby creating problems in their relationship with 
the woman who has married their son or brother. Annie Chapman, still in her book "The Mother 
- in - Law dance" throws more light on this. She takes the question of a mother - in -law who is 
concerned about her married son's health and her answer to the woman's question gives her 
opinion as far as meddling in - laws goes.

My son is a diabetic. He requires a special diet and constant attention to his health. My 
daughter - in - law doesn't take his condition as seriously as I think she should. Often, she bakes 
sweets, which he eats, or she insists on going out to eat at fast - food places. As a result, he is not 
doing as well physically as he should. Watching my son's health deteriorate is beyond painful to 
me as his mother. I am furious at my daughter - in - law's lack of maturity and her care for my 
son. What's my place as a mother - in - law as it pertains to his health?

This mother is asking a question that many others share. What is my place as a mother - in -law 
as it pertains to my son's health? The answer may seem harsh, but it is true, nonetheless. The 
person who is responsible for the son's health is not his mother or his wife. Oh, yes! The 
daughter - in - law should be supportive and helpful to her husband. She should not make his 
choices more difficult by placing tempting morsels in his way. However, when it's all boiled 
down, no one is accountable for the son's health but him. Should the mother interject herself into 
this health - care situation? As difficult as it may be, the answer is no.

Thumbs up for Annie Chapman’s response; she is right, if everyone would stay well within their 
boundaries, every kind of relationship would be easy, especially the relationship between the 
Christian woman and her in - laws. After all, there is a popular saying that good fences make 
good neighbors and the Bible says, in Proverbs 25:17, “withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour's  
house: lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee.”

Another woman wrote to Bettye M. Caldwell, PhD (Professor of Pediatrics in Child 
Development and Education) wanting to know how to handle her intrusive mother-in-law. Here's 
what was said;



My problem concerns my mother-in-law. She is a wonderful lady but whenever my new daughter 
(6 weeks old) gets upset, my mother-in-law says, "Let me show you how to handle this". I know 
she means well, but I am about to lose my cool with her. She is always picking my baby up when 
I put her down for a nap, saying the baby just wants to be held, but this always leads to my 
daughter crying. She makes little comments to my daughter like "I am your favourite grandma; I  
am the only one you love". She does this in front of my parents! And, she takes my daughter from 
my parents - especially my dad - and says "Let me show you how to do this since you don't know 
how to handle a baby". My parents raised two girls and we are both alive and well.”

Oh, boy, you've got a problem. And your husband, whose mother she is, has got to help. Insist -  
don't merely recommend - that he talk to her and remind her that you are the baby's mother and 
that no advice in the world will help the baby if you disagree with it. And have him remind her  
that the baby does indeed have other grand-parents who also want to be important in her life.  
Try hard to keep your cool and not alienate her. You want your husband to remain on good 
terms with his mother, and you want to do the same thing. If you are horrible to her, it could 
well put a strain on your marriage. Also, don't overlook the possibility she has some good ideas 
that might be of help. When we are new mothers, most of us can learn from our relatives who 
have preceded us in this critical role. You want your baby to grow up knowing and loving all her 
grandparents, including the one who is now being intrusive. Try to pass some of this off as  
simply overly intense grand mothering. Chances are she will moderate her behaviour as your 
daughter gets older. If not, you can then consider more drastic steps to take.

While the writer agrees with all Dr. Caldwell has said so far, the writer does hope that more 
drastic steps will not be necessary as they may bring about a further deterioration in the 
relationship between the woman and her mother - in – law, and this will not only be contrary to 
God's will but will also be detrimental to the woman’s marriage.



Chapter Six
The Conclusion of the Matter

Having looked at possible causes of disharmony in the relationship between Christian women 
and their in - laws, the writer would like to sum it all up by saying that no matter what the cause 
may be, if the Christian woman would choose to walk in love towards her in - laws, no matter 
how evil, nasty and mean they may be and not minding that her husband fails to play his role as 
mediator well, she will have a harmonious relationship with them and one that will bring glory to 
God's name. In rounding up, the writer once again goes back to Annie Chapman's book, "The 
Mother - in - law' Dance". Here, Annie Chapman says that love is stronger than differences. 
Below is the excerpt from the book;

There are few biblical references to the mother - in - law/ daughter - in - law relationship that  
can lend us birds' eye view of what that kinship should look like. The most well - known in - laws 
in the Bible are Ruth and Naomi. Without question, the sufficiency of the legendary depth of  
their love connection can benefit all of us even today. Borrowing from the lovely declaration of  
commitment to her mother - in - law, brides and grooms for centuries have quoted the words of  
Ruth. In fact, my husband, Steve, and I used this familiar passage in our own wedding ceremony:

Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go I will go 
and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. 
Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Thus may the LORD do to me and 
worse, if anything but death parts you and me (Ruth 1: 16 - 17)

In light of the struggle many in - laws experience as they strive to learn to love the one they did 
not choose, it is ironic that the sweetest words of love recorded in all of antiquity would be 
between these two in -laws. Why was it so easy for Ruth and Naomi to open their hearts to one 
another? Was it because they had so much in common? Of all the young maidens available for  
marriage, was Ruth the choice - bride Naomi would have picked?

Actually, there were extreme differences between these two women, and that is what makes their  
decision to love one another even more impressive. Naomi was a Jewish woman from a wealthy,  
prominent family. Ruth was a woman born into a pagan religion and from a poor family. I can 
only imagine how it must have vexed Naomi's heart to see her sons bring home women who did 
not share the same religion, traditions, social class, or cultural history.

Did she blame her husband for the lack of suitable Jewish girls for her son’s brides? After all: it  
was her husband who decided to leave their beloved Bethlehem. Or perhaps she was able to 
accept these young wives because she was such a gentle soul. Did her sweet demeanor allow her 
to bridge the differences and embrace her sons' wives as her own daughters?

The Biblical text gives us a peek into what kind of person Naomi was.

The scriptural account alludes to the fact that she was probably not an easy person to love. And 
who could blame her. She was a wounded, empty woman who had lost much. After her sons also 
died and in order to let all those around her know the depth of her pain, Naomi changed her 



name to explain her plight. She said, "Do not call me Naomi [which means "pleasant"]; call  
Mara [meaning "bitter"], for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, but the 
LORD has brought me back empty" (Ruth 1:20 - 21). She doesn't sound like the life of the party.  
Without question she had suffered terrible losses. While living in a foreign land far from friends 
and family, her husband and two sons had died, leaving her to take care of herself and her 
daughters - in - law. Not only was she financially poor, but she was also broken in spirit and 
bitter toward God.

While it may have been a daunting challenge for Naomi to accept one son's choice of a woman 
who came from outside her culture and class, the fact is, learning to embrace an in - law is not a 
one sided affair. Ruth must have recognized the sizable task that awaited her. She was expected 
to accept and love Naomi as her mother, even though her mother - in - law, filled with 
disappointment, brought her own set of baggage into the relationship.

History records the fruit of Naomi and Ruth's effort to bridge the gaps.

They were able to overcome their differences, and the Scriptures record that they lived in 
harmony. Their "graceful dance" as in - laws established the highest standard of behaviour for 
the rest of us to follow. Despite the brokenness and bitterness of the mother - in - law and the 
seemingly insurmountable differences of the daughter - in - law, love won out. As a result of the 
love bond between them, Ruth became the great - grand mother of King David. Without a doubt 
the grace of God crowned their unforgettable relationship by allowing a foreign unbeliever to be 
placed in the direct lineage of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

Annie Chapman has said it all, indeed love does have the power to conquer differences and 
besides the Christian woman is expected to bless those who persecute her. Romans 12:14 - 21 
says;

Bless them which persecute you; Bless and curse not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 
weep with them that weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but 
condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. Recompense to no man evil 
for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto 
wrath: for it is written, vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thy enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his 
head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

This is not always an easy scripture to live by and the writer knows this from personal 
experience but, we understand from God’s word that His commandments are not burdensome (1 
John 5:3). The Christian woman will require God’s help every step of the way and the wonderful 
thing is that God’s help is always available to all who ask.
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